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Introduction

Theparish of Burwash ismehistoric andvibrantrural community with a recordf
occupationgoing baclover 1,000 years. The pariggmade up of the threesmallvillages
of Burwash, Burwash Common aBdrwash Wealdénd the surrounding areaf open
countrysidec is located in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, with its main
settlements straddling a high ridge running throudje High Weald oBussex and Kent.
Beyond the villages, the landscape isexquisitepatchwork ofwoods and ields
pastureand country pathways dotted with houses and farms. Many propertiesjoy
wide vistas orextensive views, some as far as the South Downs National Park to the
south.Scores of houses in the area date from medidimes and many arésted. The
population is about 2,500 he parish is widely regarded as one of the prettiest in East
Sussex.

Pelham Hall Guest HousBurwash village High Street

This character appraisal of the parish is degd to supporthe Burwa$ Parish
Neighbourhood Plan, a vision for how the area bastsupport muchneededgrowth.
Theplanwill focus onhousingdevelopmentand empoyment opportunities, as well as
issues such ageritage,amenities,infrastructure, communicationgraffic management
and transport.

What is a Character Appraisal?

Planning future growth and developnt for the parish requires a broachderstanding
of its characteisticsand appearance The gpraisal isfactual and objective and should
include analysis of thelements which make an area distinctive, suclniagoric
properties,open spacebuilding materialsproperty type and state of maintenance

The appraisal aims tbe comprehensive butannot covetthe minutiae of all issue&ny
development proposals should fully consider the appraisal, having regamatitmal
and local policies.

National and Local Planning Policy and Guidance
This appraisal should be read in conjunction with the wider national arad jd&nning
policy and guidance.



National Policy Guidance

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was adopted by the Government in
March 2012and sets out itwiew of what sustainable development in England means in
practice.lt states that sustainable developent is about achieving positive growth,
balancing economic, environmental and social consideratiims NPPF is characterised
by a strong presumption in favowf sustainable develapentwith an emphasis on

good design. It alsecognises the finite nature and value of our baitid natural
environmentandthe need for this to bessessednd prdectedin the context of the
Neighbourhood Plan.

Local Level

Local Plan (201:2028)

Local Planset outthe spatial planning strategyf the district and guide future
development and change. Thesegrepared by District Councils. The

individual documents thatomprise and support the Local Plan (2200P8) include:
-¢KS /2NB {0N) (S3e aehiishatidvision and dicies 1B defv@ A £ Qa f 2
that vision. It identifiebroad locationsvhere development will be accommodated but
does notspecify actual sites.

- The Development and Site Allocations Plan will allocate specific areas of land for
development, review evelopment boundaries, and will include more detailed
development management policies.

The survey Area
The survey area covers the entparish, but focuses on the three villages of Burwash,
Burwash Common and Burwash Weald.

Witherenden Hill

gurwash Common

Henhurst Farm

Brightling
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Structure of the document

The Character ppraisalbegins witha brief history of the parishit then describes
amenities and services in tlaea, as well as theistinctibe features and special
characteristics ofarious parts of the parish

Burwash Parislg location, history and context

Introduction

The parish of Burwash is at the heaftthe High Weald Area of Outstanding Natfura
Beauty, about 10 miles south wedt BunbridgeWellsand some 15 miles north east of
the southern coastaiown of Hastings.
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The High' Wé’élvd ‘A'relé' 6f'Outstanding Natural Beauty

It ismade up of three villagesBurwash, Burwas@ommon and BurwasWealdg which
are surrounded by wholly ruralandscape.

Housings largely confined tthe mainA265 trunk road which topa highridge running
east to west across the High Weald Burwash, there is also development along and off
Shrub Lane, a road running northwards from a junctigthh the High Street at the east
end of the villageSchoa Hill, the southerly entry pointto the village is the other main
area of development in Burwashhe A265 iflankedto the north and soutlby the

valleys of theRivers Rother and Dudwetkspectivelyandis ringedwith ageold

woodland pasture amable landandancient hedges.



EarlyDevelopment

People have probably livad this area for over 1,000 yeatsocal historiangelievea

wooden Saxon church ménave stood on the site of the current Stt NIl K2 f 2 YS 6 Q&
churchin Burwash villageBy Roman timeshe current paristwas on Route IV from

Hurst Green to Heathfield, and there is evidence of iron works nearby. The oldest

building in Burwash Nage is St Bartholomewthurchand parts of theNorman original

(1090) can be seen today. The cutrappearance of BurwagHigh Streetlates to the

18th Century when the rows of 15th and 16th Century cottages were upgraded and tile
hung by the prosperous Georgians. Some larger houses were also it tine

including Rampyndene, Mount House, Burghurst Bleties House

Rampyndene, Burwash High Street



The oldest house in the village is the Pelham Hall Guest House (1375). The hammer
beams and wattle and dauballs from its earliest days are still visible but in most of the
High Street the old buildings are hidden behind the Georgian tiles.

Around 300 men from Burwash fought in the Great War of 1984with 56 being killed.
In the 193945 war a further 29 medied. All of them are commem@ted on the war
YSY2NR It y ST NJchuich Theméiind€idis e2Grafes2®lBie building and
a key landmark at the historic centre of the village
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The greatest change to the parish recent timeshas been the occupations of its
inhabitants.The local economy wantirely based on agriculture and local crafts serving
the villages and hamlets around. Very fpaopletravelled out of the area. With the
growth of the markets in the 14th Century travellers came to the village and over the
next 500 years the range of traders and shops increaBaiceven in Victorian times
virtually the wholepopulation worked locally. Wh the arrival of the railway in
Etchngham in1l851and improved road transporthe population travelled more and
commuted to workMost villagers now work outside the parish or agdired.

Burwash High Street



Key characteristics

Burwash village High Streetakes up most of thparishConservation Area. Its Medieval
and Georgian homes and frontagemixing hung tileginishes white weatherboarding
wooden sash windows and tall chimneysave earned Burwash its reputation as one of
the prettiest villages in East Sussex and givis distindive characterNearly150
buildings within Burwash parisdre listed,including many on théligh Streé Almost alll
homes within the pariskenjoy a backdrop of gently rolling fields and woodlands
characteristic of the lgh Weald Area oDutstanding Natural Beauty.
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Burwash village Conservation Area
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Other tousing across the three villages is genersdijyd, well-designed andbuilt to a
high standardin Burwash Common and Bvash Weald; predominantly linear
settlements along the A265 trunk roadnany houses sit on individual plots with
generous gardens and withmature hedges anddnces There is an attractive mixture
of traditional Georgian and Victorian cottagasd farmhouses;omplemented by
homes of anore modern yle, often imitatingthe localtraditional building vernacular.
Over the years, houses have mostly baeided singly or in small clusters.

But in Burwashfivepostg I NJ a S& (i | i S & High8e®l§ Raheyes,y ( a
Rosemary GardenStrand Meadow and The Old Orchatceither end ofthe village g
brought significant additions to thieousing stock othe area.
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Highfields Burwash
Highfields at the west end of the villages a development of 26 homes dating from the
late 1940s, whemlesign quality was sometimes sacrificed to the need for rapid-past
reconstruction.

TheRother Viewcul de sac, to the eastyas constructed in 1961, offering the kind of
plain, brickfronted bungalows which were popular at the time but which had little of
the appeal of the ancient high street.

Bungalow in Rother View

The building of Strand Meadow beganli966 to replace prefabs erectedker the
Second World WaAbout 140 (check)homesnow occupy the site, with just under 30
percent rented as social housing, according to the 2011 cerRosemary Garders
built mainly for owner occupationwas added at the turn of the centur@ld Ochardg
consisting of eight houses and eigiffordable apartmentst the west end of the village
¢ was built in recent years.

However there remaina clear shortage of affordable homes for younger individuals and

families thwarted in their hopes dfome ownership by high prices and lack of supply.



