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Introduction  
The parish of Burwash is an historic and vibrant rural community with a record of 
occupation going back over 1,000 years. The parish ς made up of the three small villages 
of Burwash, Burwash Common and Burwash Weald and the surrounding area of open 
countryside ς is located in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, with its main 
settlements straddling a high ridge running through the High Weald of Sussex and Kent. 
Beyond the villages, the landscape is an exquisite patchwork of woods and fields, 
pasture and country pathways, dotted with houses and farms. Many properties enjoy 
wide vistas or extensive views, some as far as the South Downs National Park to the 
south. Scores of houses in the area date from medieval times and many are listed. The 
population is about 2,500. The parish is widely regarded as one of the prettiest in East 
Sussex. 
 

 
Pelham Hall Guest House, Burwash village High Street 

 
This character appraisal of the parish is designed to support the Burwash Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan, a vision for how the area can best support much-needed growth. 
The plan will focus on housing development and employment opportunities, as well as 
issues such as heritage, amenities, infrastructure, communications, traffic management 
and transport. 
 
What is a Character Appraisal?  
Planning future growth and development for the parish requires a broad understanding 
of its characteristics and appearance. The appraisal is factual and objective and should 
include analysis of the elements which make an area distinctive, such as historic 
properties, open space, building materials, property type and state of maintenance.  
 
The appraisal aims to be comprehensive but cannot cover the minutiae of all issues. Any 
development proposals should fully consider the appraisal, having regard to national 
and local policies.  
 
National and Local Planning Policy and Guidance  
This appraisal should be read in conjunction with the wider national and local planning 
policy and guidance. 
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National Policy Guidance  
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was adopted by the Government in 
March 2012 and sets out its view of what sustainable development in England means in 
practice. It states that sustainable development is about achieving positive growth, 
balancing economic, environmental and social considerations. The NPPF is characterised 
by a strong presumption in favour of sustainable development with an emphasis on  
good design. It also recognises the finite nature and value of our built and natural 
environment and the need for this to be assessed and protected in the context of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 Local Level  

Local Plan (2011-2028)  
Local Plans set out the spatial planning strategy of the district and guide future 
development and change. These are prepared by District Councils. The  
individual documents that comprise and support the Local Plan (2011-2028) include:  
 - ¢ƘŜ /ƻǊŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ǎŜǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ-term spatial vision and policies to deliver 
that vision. It identifies broad locations where development will be accommodated but 
does not specify actual sites.  
 - The Development and Site Allocations Plan will allocate specific areas of land for 
development, review development boundaries, and will include more detailed 
development management policies.  
 
The survey Area  
The survey area covers the entire parish, but focuses on the three villages of Burwash, 
Burwash Common and Burwash Weald. 
 

 
Burwash Parish  
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Structure of the document  
The Character Appraisal begins with a brief history of the parish. It then describes 
amenities and services in the area, as well as the distinctibe features and special 
characteristics of various parts of the parish. 
 
Burwash Parish ς location, history and context 
 
Introduction 
The parish of Burwash is at the heart of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty, about 10 miles south west of Tunbridge Wells and some 15 miles north east of 
the southern coastal town of Hastings. 
 
 

 
The High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

 
It is made up of three villages - Burwash, Burwash Common and Burwash Weald ς which 
are surrounded by a wholly rural landscape. 
 
Housing is largely confined to the main A265 trunk road which tops a high ridge running 
east to west across the High Weald. In Burwash, there is also development along and off 
Shrub Lane, a road running northwards from a junction with the High Street at the east 
end of the village. School Hill, the southerly entry point into the village, is the other main 
area of development in Burwash. The A265 is flanked to the north and south by the 
valleys of the Rivers Rother and Dudwell respectively and is ringed with age-old 
woodland, pasture, arable land and ancient hedges. 
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Early Development 
People have probably lived in this area for over 1,000 years. Local historians believe a 
wooden Saxon church may have stood on the site of the current St .ŀǊǘƘƻƭƻƳŜǿΩǎ 
church in Burwash village. By Roman times, the current parish was on Route IV from 
Hurst Green to Heathfield, and there is evidence of iron works nearby. The oldest 
building in Burwash village is St Bartholomew's church and parts of the Norman original 
(1090) can be seen today. The current appearance of Burwash High Street dates to the 
18th Century when the rows of 15th and 16th Century cottages were upgraded and tile 
hung by the prosperous Georgians. Some larger houses were also built at this time 
including Rampyndene, Mount House, Burghurst and Denes House. 
 

 
Burghurst, Burwash High Street 

 
Rampyndene, Burwash High Street 
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The oldest house in the village is the Pelham Hall Guest House (1375). The hammer 
beams and wattle and daub walls from its earliest days are still visible but in most of the 
High Street the old buildings are hidden behind the Georgian tiles. 

 
Around 300 men from Burwash fought in the Great War of 1914-18, with 56 being killed. 
In the 1939-45 war a further 29 men died. All of them are commemorated on the war 
ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ƴŜŀǊ {ǘ .ŀǊǘƘƻƭƻƳŜǿΩǎ church. The memorial is a Grade 2* listed building and 
a key landmark at the historic centre of the village. 
 

 
{ǘ .ŀǊǘƘƻƭƻƳŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ .ǳǊǿŀǎƘ ²ŀǊ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 
 

The greatest change to the parish in recent times has been the occupations of its 
inhabitants. The local economy was entirely based on agriculture and local crafts serving 
the villages and hamlets around. Very few people travelled out of the area. With the 
growth of the markets in the 14th Century travellers came to the village and over the 
next 500 years the range of traders and shops increased. But even in Victorian times 
virtually the whole population worked locally. With the arrival of the railway in 
Etchingham in 1851 and improved road transport, the population travelled more and 
commuted to work. Most villagers now work outside the parish or are retired.  
 

 
Burwash High Street 
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Key characteristics 
Burwash village High Street makes up most of the parish Conservation Area. Its Medieval 
and Georgian homes and frontages ς mixing hung tiles finishes, white weatherboarding, 
wooden sash windows and tall chimneys - have earned Burwash its reputation as one of 
the prettiest villages in East Sussex and give it its distinctive character. Nearly 150 
buildings within Burwash parish are listed, including many on the High Street. Almost all 
homes within the parish enjoy a backdrop of gently rolling fields and woodlands 
characteristic of the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
 
 
 

 
Burwash village Conservation Area 

 
Other housing across the three villages is generally solid, well-designed and built to a 
high standard. In Burwash Common and Burwash Weald ς predominantly linear 
settlements along the A265 trunk road - many houses sit on individual plots with 
generous gardens and within mature hedges and fences. There is an attractive mixture 
of traditional Georgian and Victorian cottages and farmhouses, complemented by 
homes of a more modern style, often imitating the local traditional building vernacular. 
Over the years, houses have mostly been added singly or in small clusters. 
 
But in Burwash, five post-ǿŀǊ άŜǎǘŀǘŜέ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ς Highfields, Rother View, 
Rosemary Gardens, Strand Meadow and The Old Orchard at either end of the village  ς 
brought significant additions to the housing stock of the area.  
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Highfields, Burwash 

 
Highfields, at the west end of the village, is a development of 26 homes dating from the 
late 1940s, when design quality was sometimes sacrificed to the need for rapid post-war 
reconstruction.  
The Rother View cul de sac, to the east, was constructed in 1961, offering the kind of 
plain, brick-fronted bungalows which were popular at the time but which had little of 
the appeal of the ancient high street.  
 

 
Bungalow in Rother View 
 

The building of Strand Meadow began in 1966 to replace prefabs erected after the 
Second World War. About 140 (check) homes now occupy the site, with just under 30 
percent rented as social housing, according to the 2011 census.  Rosemary Gardens ς 
built mainly for owner occupation - was added at the turn of the century. Old Orchard ς 
consisting of eight houses and eight affordable apartments at the west end of the village 
ς was built in recent years. 
 
However there remains a clear shortage of affordable homes for younger individuals and 
families thwarted in their hopes of home ownership by high prices and lack of supply. 
 
 


